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within six or seven days — every male 
over fifteen years of age. By my side were 
killed two priests, one of them over ninety 
years of age. These bandsmen took all 
the good-looking women and carried them 
off on their horses. Very many women and 
girls were thus carried off to the mountains, 
among them my sister, whose one-year-old 
baby they threw away." 

These instances, which might be multi- 
plied many times, help us to appreciate 
the significance of the authorized state- 
ment: "Of the Armenian people as a whole 
one-third or more are gone, and this third 
includes the leaders in every walk of life, 
merchants, professional men, preachers, 
bishops, and government officials." And it 
is estimated that at the beginning of the 
massacre in July there were 2,000,000 
Armenians under Turkish rule. 

It is well to recall that America has 
more interest in Turkey than in any other 
country, or possibly more than all Europe 
together. This interest is not political 
but humanitarian. For a century the 
American Board of Commissioners for 
Foreign Missions has prosecuted its work 
with vigor and statesman-like foresight, 
so that their institutions and various 
enterprises now loom large. But these 
institutions, the fruit of a century of un- 
stinted efforts, are now being crushed. One 
of these institutions to suffer is the Ameri- 
can Mission College at Harput, which is 
reported thus: "Approximately two-thirds 
of the girl pupils, and six-sevenths of the 
boys have been taken away to death, exile, or 
Moslem homes. Of our professors four are 
gone and three are left." 



In the strict sense of the term there is no 
Armenia at the present time. From 1375 
Armenia has had no separate national 
existence, but two-thirds of the entire 
Armenian population reside in Turkey. 

The Missionary Review asks if Germany 
does not bear some of the responsibility — 
if not for inciting the outrage, at least for 
failure to demand that Turkey, her ally, 
immediately put an end to these butcheries. 
That some far-reaching pressure could be 
brought to bear upon Turkey by Germany, 
if she so desired, seems to be suggested to us 
by the fact that permission has recently been 
obtained through the German embassy for 
those connected with the German mission, 
a circle of several hundred, to remain. 

Laymens' Missionary Movement 
Well Started 

The sessions of the Laymen's Missionary 
Movement held in Chicago in October gave 
a splendid impetus to the series of similar 
missionary conventions to be held through- 
out the United States. The Continent of 
October 21 informs us that the total regis- 
tration on the closing afternoon of the con- 
vention numbered 4,523. This is more 
than double the attendance at the Chicago 
convention six years ago, when the Lay- 
men's Movement projected a similar move- 
ment. The Baptists led in the enrolment, 
having a total of 877; the Presbyterians 
came second with 871; they were followed 
by the Methodists with 842 and the Con- 
gregationalists with 700. One possible 
reason for the success of the Baptists is the 
fact that the convention was made to 
further the great Five- Year Program in 
which that denomination is now engaged. 
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Scientific Point of View within 
the Church 

A brief article appears in Religious 
Edtication for October under the name of 
Professor George A. Coe which is well worth 



careful consideration on the part of church 
and Sunday-school workers. The point 
which Professor Coe endeavors to force 
upon the attention of his readers is the need 
to know the facts which pertain to the 
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religious work of the church and Sunday 
school. He takes special pains to empha- 
size religion as the primary and continuous 
need of the church, and he seeks to bring 
forward the idea that the need of the 
scientific spirit within the church is a reli- 
gious need. Too often in the church, as in 
some other institutions, ruts, hasty judg- 
ments, blind confidence, inertia of habit, 
failure to know why, are the conditions 
which prevail. These conditions the scien- 
tific point of view rebukes, and, on the other 
hand, seeks to learn and to be ready for 
changes with all the cost the changes may 
involve; also, "it gives us the most com- 
forting assurance that age by age we shall 
see farther and farther into God's way of 
working with men, and that thereby we 
shall gain ever-increasing control of the 
destiny of human society for which he has 
made us responsible." The scientific 
method does not mean the substitution of 
theories for something else; theories we 
already have, but it has to do with the kind 
of theories we work with. It demands that 
we use theories that are intelligent rather 
than those which have sprung up in a 
hit-and-miss fashion. 

One of the things which Professor Coe 
insists on is that a careful study should be 
made of the child life of the Sunday school, 
of the reasons why in the particular Sunday 
school so many of the scholars "drop out" 
during the adolescent age. Answers, he 
says, should be sought for questions such as 
these, How account for these particular 
results in this situation? How account 
for the absence of these results in this situa- 
tion? What lessons and textbooks are in 
use and on what ground were they selected ? 
What is our definite aim for this year? 
Are our methods the best we know of for 
the purpose of attaining our aims ? 

The Episcopal Church and the Sunday- 
School Congress for Latin America 

The issue of The Continent for Novem- 
ber 4 informs us that at the autumn meeting 



of the Episcopal Board of Missions, held 
recently in New York, the "Catholic" and 
Protestant parties in the Episcopal church 
faced each other on the much-discussed 
question regarding the Latin missionary 
conference at Panama. For some time 
religious leaders have had their attention 
fixed upon the Episcopal Board of Missions 
while they patiently awaited the breaking 
of the storm which all knew to be brewing. 
The subject was hotly debated for hours on 
a motion to rescind last spring's resolution to 
appoint delegates, but in the end the motion 
was lost by a vote of 13 to 26. This result 
was predicated, however, on an informal 
promise that Episcopalian delegates who 
might attend the conference would do 
nothing more than "confer." According 
to The Continent the ground of opposition 
was that "the meeting at Panama would 
be an insult to the church at Rome, and ruin 
Episcopalian chances of reunion with 
followers of the pope." 

In the same number of The Continent 
Charles L. Thompson puts at our disposal 
some information respecting the Latin 
American Congress. The congress is to be 
interdenominational and is called to meet in 
the city of Panama during February 10 to 
20, 1916. The theme is the missionary 
opportunity and duty in Latin America. 
The end to be gained is a statesmanlike view 
of the unity of the Americas, their mutual 
interests and destiny, and a message which 
a united church in North America has for the 
peoples and institutions of Latin America. 

It is pointed out that if the Panama 
canal were an ocean it would not more 
strikingly suggest the distance between the 
types of religious thought which are the 
inheritance of the two Americas. To the 
northern half of the continent there came 
the reformation life of Europe, while to the 
southern half there came Latin Christianity. 
Again, religious thought was brought to 
North America by persons who were builders 
of freedom, civil and religious, while it was 



384 



THE BIBLICAL WORLD 



brought to South America by adventurers 
and explorers. Thus South America has 
been hampered in her way to free life by the 
necessity which has been thrust upon her to 
shake off the inheritance which came to 
her through seekers after gold and glory. It 
is now thought that the time to receive this 
free life has at last come. 

Furthermore, it is confidently expected 
that the congress will be able to contribute 
much to improve the situation, and it is 
hoped that the general attitude taken by the 
various commissioners and the congress 
will be constructive, and that there will be 
no attack upon prevailing faith or faiths of 
Latin America. 

Educational Work in the Local Church 

The Methodist Review for October, 1915, 
gives to its readers an interesting article 
on the possibilities and responsibilities 
of educational work in the local church. 
The writer, Dr. John A. Rice, thinks of the 
functions of the church as threefold: 
evangelical, social, and educational. The 
educational function of the church has its 
chief home in the Sunday school, which he 
points to as having immense importance for 
the church. He says that 60 per cent of 
the registered Sunday-school scholars dis- 
appear, and that 85 per cent of those who 
join the church are drawn from the 40 
per cent who remain in the Sunday school. 



Dr. Rice suggests a scheme of religious 
education which he presents in four parts: 
first, the church and home department, 
where the Sunday school should endeavor 
to co-operate with the home; secondly, the 
department for graded instruction, where 
the Sunday school is divided into the pri- 
mary, junior, intermediate, senior, and adult 
departments; the mission-study classes, the 
teachers' training classes, teachers' supply 
and officers' courses, social service, and all 
other educational work of the church should 
have its focal point in the adult department; 
thirdly, a department devoted to expres- 
sional activities, where the aim will be to 
provide paraphernalia for illustration in the 
primary department and to encourage culti- 
vation of the social spirit in the junior de- 
partment, as well as play and preparation 
of officers; fourthly, graded worship. In 
this connection Dr. Rice considers the chief 
characteristics of worship to be spiritual, real, 
and couched in familiar terms. A part of 
the Sunday-school service should be devoted 
to well-regulated worship, but the main 
worship should be in addition to this. Dr. 
Rice regrets the absence of so many children 
from church, he appreciates the effort made 
by some churches to make a place in the 
regular morning service for children, but 
he advises a junior worship held at a suitable 
time, and specially for a junior congrega- 
tion. 



Congregationalists Effect Consolida- 
tion of Boards 

At the National Council of Congrega- 
tional Churches held in New Haven, Con- 
necticut, during the last week in October, a 
report was received from the committee 
previously appointed to consider a consolida- 
tion of certain boards. The report pro- 
vided for the consolidation of the Home 
Mission Society and the Church Building 
Society, and also for the combination of the 
Educational Society and the Sunday School 
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and Publication Society. The report was 
subjected to a long debate, but opposition 
diminished as the debate proceeded, and 
in the end the vote of adoption was almost 
unanimous. 



Administrative Removal of Rectors in 
the Roman Catholic Church 

What is to be done with pastors who are 
unworthy of the position of trust and leader- 
ship which has been accorded them ? How 
insistently this question recurs again and 



